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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Detailed Action 

Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to applicant's amendment dated 4-28-06 and this action 
is final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 and 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 4,208,828 to Hall et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,454,186 to Gang. 

Referring to claim 1, Hall et al. discloses an insect monitor comprising, a base - at 11, a 
lid - at 22, hinged at one edge to the base - see figure 4, in which the lid can be displaced 
between an open position - see figure 4, and a closed position - see figure 2, and an insect 
attracting sheet - at 20,21, and in which the lid includes at least one lifting member - at 23, 
which can engage the ins|ct attracting sheet while the lid is moved between its open and closed 
positions so that the distance between the sheet is greater when the lid is in the open position 
than when its in the closed position - see for example figures 2 and 4. Hall et al. further discloses 
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in which an aperture - at 12 or 17 or 18, is defined between the base - at 1 1 and lid - at 22 when 
the lid is in the closed position - see for example figures 1-2. Hall et al. does not disclose the 
aperture extends substantially around periphery of the base and lid. Gang does disclose the 
aperture - between items 3,4,6 as seen in figure 3, extends substantially around the periphery of 
the base and lid - at 3,4,6 - see figure 3. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Hall et al. and add the aperture extending around the 
periphery of the base and lid of Gang, so as to allow for more insects to be allowed to enter the 
device at one time to increase the effectiveness of the device. 

Referring to claim 2, Hall et al. as modified by Gang fiirther discloses the base - at 1 1, 
includes a side wall - see the walls of the enclosure - at 1 1 in figure 1, having internal and 



external surfaces which d 
received - see for examp 



jfine the space in which the insect attracting sheet - at 21,22, is 
e figures 1-4 of Hall et al. 
Referring to claim 3, Hall et al as modified by Gang fiirther discloses the side wall has a 
gap ~ see the open front covered by the lid 22 as seen in figures 2-4, in it which is located so that 
the lifting member - at 23, can move through the gap as the lid - at 22, is moved between its 
open and closed positions - see for example figures 2-4 of Hall et al. where the lifting member is 
capable of moving through the fi-ont opening when the lid - at 22 is moved to its lowermost open 
position where it is even with the bottom of the base as seen in figure 3 of Hall et al. 

Referring to claim 6, Hall et al. as modified by Gang fiirther discloses the external 
surface of the wall of the base slopes upwardly - see at 14 and 15 in figures 1-2 of Hall et al. 
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Referring to claim 7, Hall et al. as modified by Gang further discloses the internal surface 
of the wall of the base - at 1 1 , is substantially vertical - see the vertical sidewalls of item 1 1 in 
figures 1-2 of Hall et al. 

Referring to claim 8, Hall et al. as modified by Gang further discloses at least two 
projecting members - at the clip and screws which mount the clip to the lid as seen in figures 2 
and 4 of Hall et al., extend from the lid - at 22 - see figures 2 and 4 of Hall et al., the at least two 
projecting being adapted to cooperate with the at least one lifting member - at 23, to support the 
insect attracting sheet - at 20,21, as the lid is moved to the open position - see for example 
figures 2-4 of Hall et al. where in figure 3 the sheet - at 20,21, is pulled from the base - at 1 1, 
and the clip on the lid - at 22, is capable of supporting the sheet - at 20,21 when the sheet is 
pulled over the clip. 

Referring to claim 9, Hall et al. as modified by Gang further discloses the side wall is 
provided with at least one clip - see the projection on the upper wall of the base - at 1 1 , which 
engages the clip member of the lid - at 22 as seen in figure 2 of Hall et al. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Regarding claim 1, the Hall et al. reference US 4208828 discloses the an insect 
trap/monitor as claimed except for the limitation of an aperture extending around the periphery 
of the base of the device. The Gang reference US 5454186 does disclose an insect trap/monitor 
that has an aperture extending around the periphery of the base of the device as seen in figure 3. 
Applicant argues that there is no motivation to combine these references and that the 
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combination of these references since the device of Hall et al. would not perform as intended if it 
had the aperture around the periphery of the device of Gang. It is deemed that the combination of 
these references is proper given the motivation to combine the references set forth above in 
paragraph 2 of this office action. Both the Hall et al. and Gang references have similar structure 
and function in that each comprises a roach trap which lures roaches to the interior of the device 
where the roaches are caught on an adhesive substance. The roaches in the Hall et al. reference 
have material - at 14-18, which the roach contacts prior to reaching the adhesive substance - at 
20,21, as seen in figures 1-3, and the Gang reference also has material - at 3, which the roach 
contacts prior to reaching the adhesive substance - at 2 as seen in figures 2-3. Therefore given 
the similar structure and Sanction of the devices of the Hall et al. and Gang references the 
motivation of these references is deemed proper. 

Regarding the arguments to claim 10, this claim appears to be canceled as seen in 
applicant's latest response dated 4-28-06 and therefore any arguments regarding this claim are 
moot. 



Conclusion 



4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of|he extension of time poUcy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR LI 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David J. Parsley whose telephone number is (571) 272-6890. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from Sam to 4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Poon can be reached on (571) 272-6891. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call ^0-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

1? 
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